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REPORT  OF  AID 


GIVEN  TO 


DESTITIITE  MOTHERS  AND  INFANTS 


IN 


1888. 


We  testify  to  the  need  of  this  charity,  and  believe  that  the  money 
given  to  it  will  he  faithfully  and  judiciously  expended. 


W.  L.  RICHARDSON,  M.  D., 

Physician  of  Boston  Lying-in  Hospital. 

HELEN  W.  BISSELL,  M.  D., 

Resident  Physician  of  N.  E.  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children. 

CHARLES  P.  PUTNAM,  M.  D., 

Admitting  Physician  of  Mass.  Infant  Asylum. 


OBJECT  OF  THIS  CHARITY. 


This  object  of  this  charity  is : — 

I To  give  a short  convalescence  to  any  mother  dis- 
charged with  a young  infant  from  a maternity  hospital,  no 
longer  requiring  medical  care,  but  not  yet  able  to  work, 
and  without  means  to  procure  the  two  or  three  weeks’  rest 
so  much  needed  at  this  period ; also,  occasionally,  pre- 
vious to  the  admission  of  applicants  to  these  hospitals,  to 
pay  their  board  for  a week  or  two,  in  case  they  are  without 
a home,  friendless,  and  penniless. 

2.  To  find  good  boarding-places  for  those  infants 
whose  mothers  are  engaged  in  domestic  service,  or  earning 
their  living  in  any  way  which  prevents  their  retaining  the 
infants  under  their  personal  care,  and  to  visit  children  so 
placed,  in  order  to  be  sure  that  they  have  the  attention 
which  they  require.  Occasionally,  also,  a mother  who  lives 
in  her  own  home  receives  temporary  assistance. 

3.  Especially  to  watch  over  and  befriend  those  un- 
married mothers,  who,  not  yet  depraved,  are  in  danger  of  fall- 
ing into  evil  from  their  peculiarly  exposed  and  friendless 
condition.  A large  proportion  of  these  are  girls  under 
twenty  years  of  age. 

In  selecting  from  a large  number  of  applicants  those 
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whom  we  assist,  we  are  governed  by  the  following  consider- 
ations : 

ist.  The  love  of  the  mother  for  her  infant,  and  her 
corresponding  desire  to  support  it  and  retain  it  in  her  care. 

2d.  The  urgent  necessity  and  danger  of  those  young 
unmarried  girls  who  are  without  friends  who  can  assist 
them.  • This  class  are  usually  orphans. 

3d.  The  temporary  poverty  which  is  the  occasional 
misfortune  of  some  respectable  married  women,  who  often 
need  only  a little  help  for  two  or  three  weeks  until  tided 
over  this  period. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  refuse, — 

ist.  Those  who  are  actually  depraved. 

2d.  Those  who  regard  the  care  of  their  infants  as  a 
burden  from  which  they  wish  to  be  relieved. 

3d.  Those  who,  having  earned  good  wages  for  a con- 
siderable time  previous  to  the  application,  have  neglected 
the  opportunity  to  save  money,  and  thus  have  less  claim 
than  others  to  receive  charity. 

4th.  Those  who  have  relatives  able  to  assist  them. 

5th.  Those  who  appear  to  be  permanent  paupers  (a 
certain  class  of  women  familiar  to  workers  in  all  charities.) 

Our  work,  therefore,  resolves  itself  into, — 

ist.  The  careful  inx^estigation  of  cases  that  present 
them.selves. 

2d.  The  selection  of  good  boarding  places  for  infants, 
and  the  constant  supervision  of  infants  placed  at  board. 

3d.  A friendly  and  judicious  care  for  the  welfare  of 
the  younger  and  more  helpless  mothers. 


REPORT. 


There  are  a few  points  which  we  find  it  necessary  to  repeat 
and  emphasize,  in  order  that  there  may  be  an  accurate  comprehen- 
sion of  our  work, 

We  make  it  our  aim  to  render  the  women  whom  we  assist 
self-supporting. 

Occasionally,  kind-hearted  people,  not  fully  informed  upon  the 
subject,  have  the  idea  that  an  unmarried  mother  cannot  support  her 
child.  We  have  found  it  not  very  difficult  to  obtain  employment 
for  a mother,  (even  if  unmarried),  who  loves  her  infant,  and  desires 
to  support  it  and  herself.  Often  we  procure  a situation  in  the 
country  for  such  a woman,  as  domestic,  in  a family  who  receive 
both  her  and  her  child,  and  regard  them  as  members  of  the  house- 
hold. 

We  sometimes  hear  it  said  that  a woman  who  has  fallen  ” is 
treated  with  great  harshness,  especially  by  other  women,  and  is 
shut  out  from  all  avenues  toward  respectable  employment.  It  may 
have  been  so  formerly  ; it  may  be  so  still,  in  circles  with  which  we 
are  not  acquainted.  But,  during  the  last  fourteen  or  fifteen  years, 
the  two  or  three  ladies  who  have  given  the  greater  part  of  their 
time  to  this  work,  can  testify  that,  in  their  experience,  this  has  not 
been  the  case.  We  have  had  many  opportunities  of  hearing,  freely 
expressed,  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  women  of  different  classes, 
and  have  been  struck  with  the  kindly  and  sympathetic  tone  almost 
invariably  employed.  Sometimes,  indeed,  the  danger  seems  to  lie 
upon  the  other  side;  in  an  injudicious  expression  of  sympathy. 
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which  leads  a childish,  undeveloped  person  to  regard  herself  as  a 
heroine,  and  make  unreasonable  claims,  rendering  it  difficult  to 
assist  her  practically. 

An  objection  sometimes  made  to  our  work  is  that  it  is  not  for 
the  advantage  of  the  child  to  remain  in  the  care  of  a mother,  who  is 
known  to  be  unmarried  ; and  that  the  real  good  of  the  child  should 
be  considered  rather  than  the  moral  education  of  the  mother. 

, To  this  we  respond,  that, — 

1st.  Out  of  the  very  large  number  of  children  for  whom  ap- 
plication is  made  to  the  Infant  Asylums,  it  is  impossible,  for  want 
of  space,  to  admit  more  than  a limited  portion. 

2d.  Of  those  who  desire  to  adopt  a child,  many  would  refuse 
one  whose  parents  are  unmarried. 

3d.  With  some  exceptions  there  is  more  difficulty  in  having 
a very  young  infant  adopted,  than  a child  of  one,  two  or  three  years. 

4th.  Very  few  people  desire  to  adopt  a boy. 

5th.  The  child  of  a mother  who  is  suffering  from  poverty  or 
other  troubles,  is  often  feeble  and  delicate  during  the  first  months 
of  its  life,  and  thus  less  eligible  for  adoption.  Good  care  and  good 
food  produce  favorable  results,  and  at  the  end  of  a year  the  sickly 
and  fretful  infant  may  be  changed  into  a healthy  and  blooming 
child.  But  when  a mother  has  retained  the  personal  care  of  her 
infant  a year  or  more,  her  attachment  to  it  is  likely  to  be  very 
strong,  and  to  advise  her  parting  from  it  would  be  to  assume  a 
responsibility  which  seems  to  us  unwise. 

During  the  last  few  years  we  have  succeeded  in  obtaining 
situations  in  the  country  for  many  of  the  women  whom  we  assist. 

This  arrangement  is  for  the  advantage  of  the  mother  and  of 
the  child,  providing  them  with  a good  home,  preserving  the  tie 
between  them  unbroken,  placing  the  mother  under  good  influence, 
making  her  entirely  self-supporting,  and  enabling  us  to  assist  a 
larger  number  with  a smaller  expenditure. 

The  item  “Board  of  Children,”  in  the  account  of  expenditure 
refers  usually  to  aid  given  to  mothers,  who  from  illness  require 
temporary  assistance  ; or  who  are  for  a time  out  of  work.  In  some 
instances  it  is  necessary  for  a mother  to  board  her  child,  and  if  she 
is  not  able  to  earn  the  full  amount  required,  we  add  a small  sum 


weekly  to  what  she  is  able  to  pay. 

Those  mentioned  as  “old  cases,”  are  sometimes  taken  in 
charge  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year.  If  our  connection  with 
these  began  before  that,  they  may  need  very  little  help  in  money, 
but  come  to  us  for  advice  and  assistance  in  obtaining  employment. 
Occasionally  they  receive  small  gifts  of  clothing,  or  are  supplied 
with  milk. 

It  may  interest  our  friends  to  know  more  of  the  young  German 
girl  mentioned  in  the  Report  for  1887.  She  was  not  quite  seven- 
teen years  old  when  she  came  to  us  ; her  mother  had  died  eleven 
years  before,  and  she  had  lived  at  service  for  three  years ; her 
stepmother  being  unwilling  to  have  her  at  home.  She  has  now 
supported  herself  and  her  child  for  nearly  two  years,  and  is  a re- 
markably capable  girl;  neat,  industrious  and  efficient  in  all  kinds 
of  housework.  Her  only  serious  fault  is  a quick  temper,  and  in 
this  she  has  greatly  improved.  Except  for  an  occasional  present, 
we  give  her  no  pecuniary  assistance ; but  she  often  needs  advice, 
and  is  one  of  those  who  receive  benefit  from  being  in  frequent  com- 
munication with  us,  and  from  feeling  that  we  have  an  interest  in 
her  welfare. 

Of  those  whom  we  have  first  assisted  in  1888,  we  will  mention 
the  following. 

I.  Fifteen  years  old, — Irish.  We  had  some  hesitation  in 
taking  charge  of  this  case.  Her  extreme  youth  made  it  improb- 
able that  she  would  be  able  to  support  her  child ; the  danger  of  our 
influence  being  counteracted  by  the  advice  of  friends  was  great, 
and  there  was  something  to  discourage  us  in  her  manner,  which 
was  reckless  and  insolent,  and  full  of  childish  levity.  Nevertheless 
we  decided  to  accept  her,  partly  because  of  her  lonely  situation, 
dangerous  for  so  young  a girl  in  her  circumstances ; for,  although 
she  had  friends  ready  to  advise  her,  there  were  none  upon  whom 
she  could  rely  for  aid,  and  she  was  without  home  or  parents.  She 
has  now  been  under  our  charge  for  about  a year,  has  supported 
herself  and  her  infant  for  the  larger  part  of  that  time,  and  has 
improved  so  much  that  she  seems  scarcely  like  the  same  girl. 
This  improvement  we  attribute  to  the  beneficial  effect  of  the  care 
of  her  infant.  By  her  efforts  to  earn  its  support  she  has  been 
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trained  in  habits  of  self-respect  and  independence ; by  keeping  it 
in  her  personal  charge  her  moral  nature  has  had  the  best  of  all 
educations ; unselfish  love  and  and  devotion  taking  the  place  of 
selfish  frivolity. 

2.  American,  17.  We  obtained  a place  for  her  where  her 
infant  was  received  with  her,  and  after  she  had  supported  herself 
in  this  way  for  four  or  five  months  her  parents,  who  had  been  at 
first  unwilling  to  receive  her,  relented  and  took  home  both  her  and 
her  child. 

3.  Irish-American,  19.  This  girl  was  received  at  the  Infant 
Asylum,  as  wet-nurse,  taking  her  infant  with  her.  She  has  proved 
very  efficient.  On  leaving  the  Asylum  in  1889,  she  will  take  a 
situation  at  service,  and  her  mother  will  receive  and  take  care  of 
the  baby. 

4.  Irish-American,  20.  We  found  a place  for  her  in  a family 
in  the  country,  (her  child  being  received  with  her).  Since  then, 
however,  she  has  left  the  situation,  preferring  to  go  home  to  her 
parents. 

5.  Canadian,  23.  After  receiving  some  help  from  us,  this 
young  woman  also  was  received  by  her  mother.  She  assists  in  the 
support  of  the  family ; her  infant  lives  at  home  with  her ; we  aid 
her  only  by  sending  milk. 

6.  Colored,  (age  not  given,  but  a young  girl).  We  found  her 
a situation  in  a family  who  were  willing  to  take  her  baby  also,  and 
she  has  now  lived  there  some  months,  giving  entire  satisfaction. 

Mrs.  James  Freeman  Clarke. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Williamson. 

Mary  R.  Parkman. 

Lilian  Freeman  Clarke. 


Subscriptions  may  be  sent  to  Mrs.  James  Freeman  Clarke,  Jamaica  Plain, 
or  to  Dr.  C.  P.  Putnam,  63  Marlborough  St.,  Boston. 
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RECEIVED  DURING  1888. 


On  hand  Jan.  ist,  1888, $357.82. 


Mrs.  J.  H.  Beair  . . • 

. $ 5.00 

Miss  Ida  M.  Mason, 

200.00 

Mrs.  Geo.  Baty  Blake, 

. 20.00 

Miss  A.  W.  May,  . . 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  Parkman  Blake  . 

2.00 

Mrs.  G.  V.  L.  Meyer,  . 

100.00 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Case,  . . . 

. 10.00 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Motte,  . . 

3.00 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Cummings, 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Nichols,  . 

3.00 

Mrs.  Caroline  G.  Curtis,  . 

20.00 

Miss  Laura  Norcross,  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Greeley  S.  Curtis 

20.00 

The  Misses  Paine,  . . 

10.00 

Miss  A.  W.  Davis,  . . . 

10.00 

Miss  A.  Q.  T.  Parsons, 

5.00 

Rev.  C.  F.  Dole,  . . . 

5.00 

h'.  H.  Peabody,  . . . 

50.00 

Mrs.  Otto  Dresel,  . . . 

20.00 

Edmund  Quincy,  . . 

5.00 

William  Endicott,  . . . 

. 100.00 

Dr.  W.  L.  Richardson, 

25.00 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Emerson  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Nath.  Thayerr^  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  James  T.  Fields, 

10.00 

Mrs.  P.  R.  Walbach,  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  Murray  Forbesr^. 

10.00 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales  . . 

50.00 

Miss  Matilda  Goddard, 

20  00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Warer^  . 

100.00 

Miss  Harriet  Gray,  . . . 

25.00 

Miss  Amy  White,  . , 

5.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Greene,  . . 

• 93-75 

Miss  E.  Whitney,  . . 

5.00 

Geo.  Higginson,  . . . 

. 600.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Wolcott,  . 

50.00 

F.  W.  Hunnewell,  . . . 

25.00 

Cash, 

10.00 

Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball,*^  . 

. 100.00 

Seal, 

5.00 

Miss  Rose  Lamb,  . . . 

20.00 

Interest  on  Bond  (gift  of  Mrs. 

Miss  Anna  C.  Lowell,  . . 

. 100.00 

W.  B.  Greene),  . . 

70.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  T.  Lyman,  . 

. $ 50.00 

DONATIONS  OF  CLOTHING. 

Young  Ladies’  Sewing  Circle,  by  Mrs. 

W.  O.  Crosby. 

Miss.  S.  H.  Wainwright.*^ 

Miss  Ann  Williams*^ 

Boston  sewing  Circle,  by  Miss  Loring. 
Benevolent  Committee  of  Church  of 
Disciples,  by  Mrs.  A.  G.  Bowditch. 


Mrs.  S.  H,  Bertram 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Carter. 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Clarke. 
Mrs.  C.  K.  Cobbe. 
Mrs.  Geo.  Faulkner. 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Morison. 
Mrs.  A.  S.  Porter. 
Misses  Smith. 
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Destitute  Mothers  and  Infants  in  Account  with 
Anna  H.  Clarke,  Treasurer. 


Dr. 

To  Board  of  Women, $196.14 

Board  of  Infants, 982.41 

Clothing  of  Women  and  Infants, 408.50 

Food  and  Milk, 129.25 

Fares  and  Travelling, 1 12.91 

Advertising,  . . 43-65 

Medicine,  32.27 

Rent, 2400 

Printing, 27.50 

Sundries, 150.80 

$2,107.43 

To  Salary  of  Assistant,  (gift  of  Mrs.  W.  B.  Greene),  . . . 495.00 

Balance  to  new  account,  3i7-i4 


$2,919.57 


Cr. 

Jan.  ist,  1888,  by  Cash  on  hand, $ 357.82 

By  subscription  during  1888, 1996.75 

Gift  of  Mrs.  W.  B.  Greene  for  salary  of  assistant,  ....  495.00 

Interest  on  Bond, 70.00 


$2,919.57 
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Old  Cases  (continued  from  1887),  58 

New  Cases  (first  taken  in  1888),  109 

167 

Married  Women  (new  cases),  38 

Unmarried  Women  (new  cases),  71 

109 

Married  Women  (old  cases),  17 

Unmarried  Women,  (old  cases),  41 

58 


NATIONALITY  OF  OLD  CASES. 

(Married;) 

Irish, 

American, 

English, 

Scotch, 

Irish-American, 

Swedish, 

Colored 

Nova  Scotia,  

Unknown, 


5 

3 

2 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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NATIONALITY  OF  OLD  CASES. 

(Unmarried.) 


American,  6 

Irish, 9 

Irish  American,  7 

British  Provinces,  . . . . . .11 

English, 3 

Scotch  American, i 

German, i 

German  American, i 

Swedish,  i 

Unknown, i 


NATIONALITY  OF  NEW  CASES. 


(Married.) 

Irish, 

...  8 

Irish  American,  . . . 

. . . 10 

American, 

...  9 

British  Provinces,  . . 

...  4 

English, 

. . . 2 

German, 

. . . I 

French,  

...  I 

Swedish, 

. . . I 

Colored 

. . . I 

Unknown, 

. . . I 

38 


NATIONALITY  OF  NEW  CASES. 
(Unmarried.) 


Irish,  . . 

Irish  American, 
American,  . . 

British  Provinces, 
Colored, 

English,  . . . 

German,  . . 

Canadian, 
Unknown,  . . 


. 17 

• 15 

. 10 
. 16 

• 5 
. 4 
. 2 

. I 
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AGES  OF  NEW  CASES. 
(Unmarried.) 

15  years  old, 

16  ' “ 

17  •*  

18  “ ..... 

19  “ 

20  “ 

21  “ 

22  “ 

23  “ 

24  “ 

25  “ 

Over  25  years  old,  . . . 

Unknown, 


1 

2 

7 

6 


8 

3 

5 

7 

I 


41 
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